
2019 SICB DNNSB Business Meeting 
January 4, 2019, Tampa, FL 

Minutes Recorded by: Lisa Mangiamele 
 
Attendees: Michael Baltzley, Lisa Mangiamele, Alexandra Kingston, Gianni Solis, 
Rickesh Patel, Krista Todd, Shelby Sharp, Duane McPherson, Kelly Platfoot, 
Alana Arnone, Rich Satterlie, Patsy Dickinson, Paul Moore, Cassidy Florez, 
Margot Schwalbe, Alice Chou, Kaylyn Flanigan, Meghan Moore, Simon 
Sponberg, Kristi Weighman, Tyler Wood, Alexandra Steele, Rachelle Belanger, 
Maryann Kamran, Gabriella Wolff, Lauren Kunselman, Jim Newcomb, Kelly 
Jackson, Michael Markham 
 

1. Introductions of Exec Comm Officers: 
a. Michael Baltzley, Chair 
b. Jeff Riffell (not present), Program Officer 
c. Lisa Mangiamele, Secretary 
d. Alexandra Kingston, Student-Postdoc Rep 

2. Best Student Presentation Competition 
a. 7 talks, 16 posters in the competition this year 
b. Using a new judging rubric this year. Soliciting feedback on the 

rubric from judges who used it. 
i. Too much text (Jim Newcomb), Originality is a criteria that is 

hard to judge from 15 min talks (Lisa Mangiamele) 
ii. Final version of the rubric will be posted on the SICB website 

along with BSP competition application instructions so that 
students have it ahead of future meetings. 

c. Should we pursue a named award for our BSP Competition? 
i. Who should we name it after? If you have suggestions, 

please send to Mike or Lisa 
d. Developmental Neurobiology is no longer offered as an award 

prize. We need to choose another journal. Options: 
i. J Exp Zool Part A 
ii. J Exp Zool Part B 
iii. Can winner choose what they want? Mike will check. 

3. Spring elections. This year we are electing a Program Officer. Need at 
least one additional candidate for that position. 

a. Benefits: Travel to preview meeting site. Choose symposia. 
Organization of sessions.  

4. SICB Exec Committee: 
a. Introductions 
b. 2021 Symposia proposals due in August 2019 
c. SICB needs your participation in Broadening Participation. Please 

nominate diverse candidates for office.  
d. Society-wide Secretary and Program Officer up for election this 

spring. 



e. Participation of students/postdocs is valuable. Please vote in 
elections this spring. 

5. Symposia: DNNSB sponsored 6 symposia at 2019 meeting. Symposia 
proposals are on the decline in general. We only have in the teens for 
submissions. We need people to develop and run symposia! A big 
revenue source for the society (e.g., NSF, The Company of Biologists). 

6. Increasing Diversity in symposium speakers. SICB will give guidelines for 
making that happen. 

7. Society journals:  
a. Integrative Organismal Biology: New journal launching this week. 
b. Integrative Comparative Biology: Looking for associate editors who 

belong to our division. Want to increase representation across 
divisions. 

8. Minutes will be posted after the meeting online on our Division’s page. For 
people who did not attend the meeting. 

9. Researcher Database. Send your blurb and photo to Lisa. Outfacing 
presence of our division. Increasing representation of our division is 
important. Bonus: Your photo rotates on main SICB webpage.  

10. Funding for our division. SICB gives $2000 to support symposia. $300 for 
student awards. $800 for social. We also have discretionary budget 
($3400) that rolls over from year to year, which comes from SICB dues 
when you select DNNSB as an affiliation. 

a. Mike (Chair) puts forth idea to use it to sponsor DNNSB Best 
Student Presentation at regional conference. Award would be 
registration at next SICB meeting. Is this a good idea?  

b. What regional conferences we might target? 
i. Some ideas: 

c. Motivation is to attract people who may not be coming to the SICB 
meeting who are in fields related to DNNSB. Particularly students.   

d. Some member comments/ideas about ways to spend discretionary 
funds: 

i. Is there a way to do this more inclusively geographically? 
(Duane McPherson) 

ii. Could we solicit contributed papers from neuroscience 
graduate programs and sponsor the winner to come to 
SICB? 

iii. Needs to be easy for students to find. Invite applications 
from everywhere. Another idea: Could it be something that is 
an incentive/motivation for students to continue their 
research? A scholarship? 

iv. Could we use money to support diversity/broadening 
participation? Contact regional universities where SICB will 
be held. Send us your best student and we will support their 
registration at SICB. Include registration for student and their 
advisor (Rich Satterlie). 



v. Sponsor something at National diversity conferences 
(SACNAS). A way to broaden participation (Michael 
Markham).  

11. Voluntary contributions to SICB via dues. Campaign is going on now, so 
consider it when you renew your membership in 2019. 

12. Please see society code of conduct for SICB meetings, if you haven’t 
already. 

13. Starting a new plant/organismal botany division within SICB this year. 
14. Educational council: Workshop for teaching vertebrate morphology. They 

are creating a digital resource database, where submissions will be peer-
reviewed by relevant divisions. Members in our division might be asked to 
be peer reviewers. 

15. Public affairs video booth. Has the theme “#sciwow.” Please participate. 
16. Broadening participation committee reached out to 14 local Florida high 

schools, matched students with mentors. 105 mentees, 75 mentors. If 
interested in that for this meeting, or for next meeting, reach out to 
broadening participation committee. 

17.  We have a Twitter feed. Follow us! Lisa posts information about the 
meeting, re-tweets posts of interest by members.  

18. Duane McPherson: Is running a teaching workshop for animal physiology 
and neurobiology. Mostly labs. Held at SUNY Geneseo in summer 2019. 
Nominal registration fee or no fee.  Good for people who are getting ready 
to start teaching these topics. More information will be provided in spring 
DNNSB newsletter. 

19. Rich Satterlie: ICB open access fee is discounted for SICB members. The 
journal is run by the society, but authors do not have to be SICB memebrs 
to submit. The journal needs neurobiology manuscript submissions. Peer 
reviewed, but some aspects of review process are unique. See talk at 9:30 
am tomorrow by Adam Summers, or this link for more details. 


